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The Three Steps of Data Interpretation
1. Contextualisation: Placing the clean data
chart alongside real-world conditions (e.g.,
economic shifts, competitor behavior, or
cultural factors).
2. Hypothesis Testing: Evaluation of whether
the final results match your original
expectations or if an unexpected glitch or
variable caused a shift.
3. Action Induction: Moving from a historical
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1. Quantitative Analysis (The Structural View)
• The Approach: Social scientists isolate independent 
variables (like income level) and dependent variables (like 
educational attainment) using statistics.
• Example: Running a regression model to prove that 
neighborhood zoning laws correlate directly with localized 
wealth gaps.
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2. Qualitative Analysis (The Human View)

• The Approach: Researchers use systematic coding to 
pull key themes out of unstructured data like interviews, 
field notes, or cultural artifacts.
• Example: Organizing hundreds of hours of immigrant 
testimony into categorized emotional nodes like isolation, 
adaptation, and hope.

Core Analytical Approaches in Social Sciences
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3. Interpretation (The Theoretical Lens)

The exact same data can mean completely different things
depending on the interpretive framework applied:
• A Conflict Theorist looks at low voter turnout and
interprets it as systemic voter suppression by elite power
structures.
• A Structural Functionalist looks at the same low
turnout and interprets it as societal complacency born
from overall systemic stability.
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Key Analytical Lenses in Literary Theory

A text's analysis yields static facts, but your theoretical
framework determines how those facts are interpreted:
• Formalism / New Criticism: Focuses strictly inside the
text. It analyzes how literary elements (metaphors, imagery,
tone) work together to create an organic unity, ignoring
historical context entirely.
• Marxist Criticism: Analyzes power structures, socio-
economic class, and money. It interprets the green light as a
symbol of unattainable upper-class commodity fetishism.
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• Psychoanalytic Criticism: Analyzes character behaviors 
using psychological frameworks (like Freud or Lacan). It 
interprets the light as the object petit a—the ultimate, 
unattainable object of human desire that drives human 
neurosis. 
• Feminist Criticism: Analyzes how gender dynamics, 
patriarchy, and female agency are represented or 
suppressed within the text's structure. 
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How to Select Your Quadrant

 Look Left (Fundamental & Descriptive): Choose these 

methods if your project aims to discover baseline facts or 

build a conceptual roadmap where very little prior 

literature exists.

 Look Right (Applied & Experimental): Choose these 

methods if your project must test an exact variable 

interaction or deliver immediate utility to a client, 

business, or community problem.
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The Literature Synthesis Matrix Technique
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Blinding protocols are methodological controls used in
research to prevent conscious or unconscious human bias
from contaminating experimental results.
By hiding information about which treatment a participant
is receiving, blinding ensures that changes in data are
caused entirely by the independent variable, rather than by
expectations, placebos, or observer preferences.

Blinding protocols 
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The Three Tiers of Blinding
1. Single-Blind Protocols
• The Structure: The participant does not know if they
are in the experimental group or the control group, but the
researcher administering the test knows everything.
• Target Bias: Eliminates the Placebo Effect and
participant expectation bias.
• Limitation: The researcher might still showcase
accidental, subconscious body language or physical cues
that tip off the participant.
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2. Double-Blind Protocols (The Scientific Gold Standard)
• The Structure: Neither the participant nor the
frontline researcher administering the treatment knows
which group is which. An independent third-party
manages a coded key (e.g., Vial A vs Vial B).

• Target Bias: Eliminates Observer Bias or the
Rosenthal Effect (where a researcher unknowingly treats
the experimental group with more care or records
ambiguous data in favor of their hypothesis).
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3. Triple-Blind Protocols
• The Structure: The participants, the administering
researchers, and the data statisticians are all completely
blinded. The data analyst receives clean spreadsheets where
the group column names are stripped and replaced with
random strings like Group_7X and Group_2Y.

• Target Bias: Eliminates Analysis Bias (where a statistician
cleans data, handles outliers, or runs specific models
selectively until they achieve a statistically significant p-
value).
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The Hermeneutic Circle Framework

Humanities scholars interpret data through a cognitive

loop known as the Hermeneutic Circle. It states that

you cannot truly understand a whole cultural artifact

without analyzing its individual parts, and you cannot

understand those parts without understanding the

wider historical whole.
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Quantitative vs. Humanities 

Interpretation
Feature Scientific Interpretation Humanities Interpretation
Data Nature Discrete numbers, Texts, images, material 

measurements, metrics. relics, ideas.

Primary Goal Finding reproducible laws or proof        Finding nuanced layers of 
human meaning.

Validity Check Statistical power, p-values, Coherence, depth of evidence
reproducibility. , critical consensus.

Outcome Type A falsified null hypothesis or formula.    A critical essay, monograph, or 
thematic argument.
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